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WEEKLY LESSON(S) 
 

In the town of Premishlan, there lived a Tzadik called R’ Meir of Premishlan. Premishlan was 

a town that wasn’t right by the river, but just over the mountain there was a special spring that 
they used for a Mikvah every day. 
 
During the summer, it didn’t take too long to get to the mikvah. The men would go on the road 
right over the mountain. But in the winter, it took much, much longer! The road was just too 
slippery in the snow and ice! The men would need to walk on a long road that went around the 
mountain so they could use the mikvah before davening. 
 
Only one person walked quickly over the mountain: R’ Meir of Premishlan. He never slipped 
and fell, no matter how windy or icy or snowy it was! 
 
The Yidden in Premishlan were very proud of their Rebbe, and used to tell people how lucky 
they were to have such a special Rebbe who could do such special nissim. 
 
One day, two young men came to Premishlan. They were a bit chutzpadik, and didn’t believe 
that what R’ Meir did was so special. “We can also go on the mountain road, just watch!” they 
said. 
 
The two young men started climbing up the icy mountain. But they didn’t get too far before 
they slipped and fell down! People came to help them, and they had to rest in bed for a few days 
because of all of their cuts and bruises. 
 
When they felt better, they went to R’ Meir of Premishlan to say sorry for not treating him with 
the right kavod. They asked, though, how DID he manage to go up the mountain without fall-
ing? 
 
R’ Meir answered: “Ven men iz tzugebunden fun oiben, falt men nisht unten. When we are 
connected above — when we are connected to Hashem, we don’t fall down here.” 
 
That is one of the meanings of the midah of Yesod, that we are working on this week — to make 
sure that our connection to Hashem through Yiddishkeit and Torah and mitzvos is very strong! 
__________________________________ 
 

Once at a farbregen, the Frierdiker Rebbe told this story about the Ahavas Yisroel of the Al-

ter Rebbe’s Chassidim. Then the Frierdiker Rebbe shared a story that he saw: 
 
In the summer of Tof-Reish-Nun-Zayin, the Frierdiker Rebbe and the Rebbe Rashab were in 
the country, at a resort. The Frierdiker Rebbe woke up very early, and was working on some-
thing. He saw that his father, the Rebbe Rashab, had also woken up early, and started to get 
ready for davening. 
 
Afterwards, still early in the morning, the Rebbe Rashab told the Frierdiker Rebbe to come 
with him for a walk. On the walk, the Rebbe Rashab said: When you wake up early and learn 
and daven, you’re doing something important. But if you don’t have a chance during the day to 
do something that actually helps another Yid, it’s a dry day! You need to ask Hashem to send 
you a Yid that you can do a favor for, someone you can really help. 
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Later that day, two people came from the city Rudnia to speak to the Rebbe Rashab. They 
asked for a favor that was very important to them. 
 
The Rebbe Rashab called over his son, the Frierdiker Rebbe, and told him: You see! When we 
truly want to help someone, Hashem will help make it possible. 
 
________________________________ 
 

One year on the second day of Shavuos, the Tzemach Tzedek told over a story that happened 

with the Alter Rebbe on Shavuos many years earlier: 
 
On the second day of Shavuos during the seudah, the Alter Rebbe told over something that the 
Maggid said on Shavuos, years before that! “The Torah tells us to COUNT the days until Sha-
vuos, ‘Usefartem Lachem’ — ‘you should count.’ The word ‘usefartem,’ the Maggid explained, 
can mean counting, but also SHINING! According to that, ‘usefartem lachem’ can mean ‘you 
should make yourselves shine’!” 
 
After saying this, the Alter Rebbe sang the special Niggun called the Daled Bavos with great 
deveikus, leaning on his hands. 
 
After the niggun, the Alter Rebbe lifted up his head and said, in a tune of a question: “How do 
we make ourselves shine?” He then immediately answered: “With ‘Sheva Shabbasos Temimos,’ 
‘seven complete weeks.’ 
 
These are the words of the posuk, speaking about how long we count Sefiras Ha’omer. The Al-
ter Rebbe explained this posuk with a deeper meaning: 
 
“We work on our midos for seven weeks, making sure that each midah is complete and it in-
cludes in it all of the other midos. Then our midos need to be like Shabbos, which is a perfect 
day that doesn’t need to be corrected.” 
 
When we work on our midos properly and completely, that will make us able to shine! 
 
___________________________________ 
 

Here is a story about a yechidus that a bochur had with the Rebbe, about learning Torah: 

 
When a chossid went into yechidus, he would usually bring a note, a tzetl. The Rebbe would 
take the tzetl and read through it, answering the questions inside. 
 
But one bochur’s yechidus was a little different! 
 
This bochur brought his tzetl with him as usual, and gave it to the Rebbe. 
 
But even before the Rebbe opened the tzetl, he looked up at the bochur. 
 
The Rebbe told him, whatever you become — whether you become a Rav, an Osek Betzorchei 
Tzibur (someone involved in helping the community), or a shliach — you need to be able to 
learn well, Niglah and Chassidus! 
 
Only after telling him this did the Rebbe open the bochur’s note. 
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STORY 

Our story takes place during the second WW. Reb Yitzchak Eizik haKohen Rott, had been 

a shochet in his community in Buchniya, Galicia, before the war. When the opportunity presented it-

self, he fled with his family, in face of the oncoming Nazis, may their name be erased, to Russia. But 

soon enough, the refugees realized that they were in for more trouble. Russia sent them to Siberia to 

work camps . 

       The workload was unbearable. The weather was frigid and food was scarce. Many lost their lives 

from hunger and illness. The Jewish people who were Torah observant had even more trouble on 

their hands. The refugees were forced to work seven days a week. To refuse to work on Shabbos con-

sidered damaging the war effort . 

Reb Yitzchak Eizik and his friends were assigned to cut down trees, work which was difficult and 

dangerous. Vicious overseers established the amount each one was required to accomplish. Disobedi-

ence to any instructions was met with harsh punishment . 

As the first Shabbos approached, Reb Yitzchak Eizik gathered the Jewish workers around him. He 

addressed them about the importance of observing the holy Shabbos. He taught them the laws of 

Shabbos – how it is possible to make sure not to desecrate work on Shabbos which is prohibited by 

Torah law . 

          In the merit of his suggestions and encouragement, all the members of his group were able to 

avoid breaking the laws of Shabbos. During the week, they worked harder, in spite of their weakness 

and hunger, to cut extra amount of trees which they hid in a secret place. On Shabbos they took these 

hidden trees and brought them to the place they were working and left them there as if they had been 

cut that day. He came up with other solutions as well, showing them that indeed it is possible to keep 

the holy Shabbos  

          But then came winter. The cold got much colder. Mounds of snow covered the ground. The 

strong winds chilled the bones. The refugees piled on themselves whatever garments they had 

brought with them, but the temperatures would hit minus fifty celcus. The terrible cold did not allow 

for man to be outdoors without the proper attire. The refugees were told to remain at home and to 

wait for a special delivery of warm winter clothes . 

        One day an announcement came: the distribution of winter attire would take place on… Shab-

bos! They were all to stand in a long waiting line and to sign when they received their parcel. Reb 

Yitzchak Eizik joined the winding line. But his lips whispered to his friends: “I will not sign, no mat-

ter what.”  

           His friends exchanged worried looks. “R’ Yitzchak Eizik,” they said to him, “you are putting 

yourself in grave danger. Maybe sign in an unusual manner, or just scribble something and don’t put 

two letters together.” (thinking of ways to make it less prohibitive). 

 A slight smile appeared on his lips as he announced: “NO! “ 
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         Soon enough, Reb Yitzchak Eizik found himself in front of the officer. “Sign here,” the man 

said to him  

 “I don’t know how to sign,” Reb Yitzchak Eizik answered him  

 The officer raised up his eyes and looked menacingly at the Jew in front of him. “Sign in the lan-

guage that you know, just sign!” he commanded. His request went unheeded  

        The Jew did not extend his hand to take the pen. Instead he remarked, “To sign can be done even 

after Shabbos.” With these words, he admitted the true reason for his refusal  

 The anger of the officer was directed at him. “Really?” his lips curled in anger. “I hereby inform you 

that if you do not sign immediately, your end will be near.” Reb Yitzchak Eizik did not budge . 

          “Get out of here!” the officer shouted at him with uncontrollable anger, “You will see how you 

will soon be punished. “ 

           When his family heard what happened, they became very frightened. “What will be?” his wife 

and children cried. But Reb Yitzchak Eizik encouraged them and said, “Today is Shabbos! Let us 

gather and sing zemiros – Shabbos songs! “ 

Following Shabbos, at three in the morning, the family was awakened by the sound of loud knocking 

on the door. The meaning of the knocking was all too obvious. With tears in their eyes, the children 

said goodbye to their father . 

         Also, Reb Yitzchak Eizik prepared himself for the worst. In a clear voice he gave his children 

his last wish and command, “Promise me, my dear children, that you will remain loyal Jews; and 

when the war will end, you will go to learn in holy Yeshivos!”  

           The father then went to open the door. There in the doorframe stood a Jewish acquaintance of 

his who was a neighbor of the government officer. He let himself into the house and with great feel-

ing he called out, “Reb Eizik, there is a G-d in this world! : 

            “This evening, before I went to sleep, my neighbor, the officer, notified me that tomorrow in 

the morning your end would come, because you dared to defy him and refused to sign on Shabbos . 

       “In the middle of the night, I awoke to the sound of loud knocking on my door. To my surprise, 

the officer was standing outside my door. His hair was disheveled, and he had a wild look in his eyes. 

He told me with great emotion that his late grandmother came to him in a dream and ordered him that 

he not touch even a hair from the head of the Jew. He awoke and said to himself:: “it’s just a dream.” 

But when he fell asleep again the dream repeated itself  

“When he had the dream for the third time, he could not handle it anymore. He jumped out of bed, 

put on his coat and came over to me to ask me to go to your house right away and let you know that 

this time he would forgive you for what you did, and will not punish you. However, in the future, 

make sure to listen and follow his instructions. 
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THE SPACE SHIP 
 

MASHAL 

From the Rebbe's remarks at a farbrengen (Chassidic gathering) on Shabbat, 

December 28, 1968: 

Yesterday, an event took place that had no known precedent in human history: a 

manned spacecraft approached the moon, orbited it several times, photographed both 

It’s  ‘light’ side, it’s  ‘dark’ side, and then returned safely to earth at the exact time and 

place that it was programmed. 

The Baal Shem Tov taught us that “from everything a person sees or hears, he must 

derive a lesson in the service of his Creator”.  Indeed, this event, and it’s every aspect 

and detail, is full of instructive insights into our mission in life. 

Some twenty-four hours before the conclusion of the space mission, another event took 

place: a question was posed at an “Encounter session” — a question that the said 

space mission can help address. 

A participant in the Encounter challenged one of the speakers: “I understand that 

under Torah law, if a person eats a bite of non-kosher food, the penalty is thirty-nine 

lashes. I think that what a person eats is his own business. Laws should forbid and 

penalize actions that are harmful to others and society, but should stay out of a persons private 

life.” 

The rabbi conducting the session was quite flustered by the question. How to explain to 

a roomful of young people, raised in free and democratic America, the fact that for an 

act as ‘harmless’ and ‘personal’ as eating a bite of food, the Torah instructs that a person be 

bound, stretched out, and thirty-nine lashes be administered to his bareback with a whip? After 

much hemming and hawing, he came out with the standard apologetic reply: that for a trans-

gression to be punishable by lashes, it must be committed in the presence of two witnesses;  
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That these two witnesses must first warn the transgressor of the criminality of his deed and of 

the penalty it carries; that the transgressor must commit the deed within seconds of the above 

warning; thus, due to these and a host of other stipulations, this penalty was rarely, if ever, ac-

tually carried out. It might, therefore, be said that the Torah-mandated punishment of lashes is 

more an indicator of the severity of the transgression than an operative penal procedure. All 

this is of course true, but it doesn’t answer the question. Even if the penalty of lashes was ad-

ministered once in a hundred years, does the deed warrant such punishment? And why does 

the Torah legislate such a gross intrusion into a persons private life? But our sages tell us that 

“A person is obligated to say: The entire world was created for my sake.” In the words of Mai-

monides, “A person should always see himself as half meritorious and half guilty, and the en-

tire world as half meritorious and half guilty, so that when he transgresses one transgression, 

he tips the balance for himself, and the entire world, to the side of guilt, and causes it destruc-

tion, and when he does a single mitzvah, he tips the balance for himself, and the entire world, 

to the side of merit, and causes salvation for himself and the entire world.” 

 

NIMSHAL 

Ingesting a spiritually toxic bite of food is not a harmless act, nor is it a personal one: all of 

creation is deeply affected by our every thought, word, and deed, for the better or, G-d forbid, 

for the worse. What greater crime can there be than for a person to knowingly jeopardize his 

well-being, and that of his family, community and the entire world, because his taste-buds pre-

fer a non-kosher piece of meat over a kosher one? This is what is written in the books. The na-

ture of the human being, however, is that things are more readily understood and accepted 

when he or she sees a tangible example of it. By divine providence, we have such an example 

in the space mission concluded yesterday. Three adult men were told to put aside all personal 

preferences and follow a set of guidelines that dictated their every behavior, including their 

most intimate habits. They were told exactly what, how much and when to eat, when and in 

what position to sleep, and what shoes to wear. Should any one of them have challenged this 

dictatorial regimen, he would have been reminded that one billion dollars have been invested 

in their endeavor. Now, one billion dollars commands a lot of respect. Never mind that it’s not 

his billion — it’s only Uncle Sam’s billion — still, when a person is told that one billion dol-

lars are at stake, he’ll conform to all guidelines and instructions. Of course, he has no idea 

how most of these instructions relate to the success of his mission — that has been determined 

by grey-haired scientists after many years of research; but he’ll take their word for it, and 

readily accept the extensive intrusion into his private affairs. And what if at stake is not a bil-

lion-dollar scientific project, but the divine purpose in creation? 
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ACTIVITY 
Step 1 

Fill a glass 3/4 of the way to the top 
with warm water 

Step 2 

In a separate glass add a few table 
spoons of oil and add 4 drops of food coloring – of 
differing color 

Step 3 

Using a fork, give the oil and food col-
oring mixture a good mix to break up 
the ‘color beads’ into smaller ones 

 

Step 4 

Carefully pour the oil & food color-
ing mixture into the glass of warm 
water and wait for the magic to hap-
pen! 
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10 

THE SHLIACH 

To be continued... 

1 
2 

3 

4 

5 
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11 things you may not know about Russia 

 1. Russia shares borders with many countries includ-

ing china 

 2. Russia is the largest country in the world 

 3. Some people say that coronavirus comes from 

Russia 

 4. Russia is known for its cold climate, 

 5. Russia use to be called the Soviet Union 

 6. There are 48 cities in Russia that have Chabad cen-

ters in them. Some cities have many centers in them  

 7. 77% of Russia is made up of Siberia 

 8. The capitol of Russia is Moscow 

 9. 903,000,000 people live in Russia  

 10. Russia is located across 9 time zones 

 11.The origin of the name Siberia is unknown. Some 

sources say that "Siberia" originates from 

the Siberian Tatar word for "sleeping land" (Sib Ir). It is 

also suggested that the name might be a combination of 

two words with Turkic origin, "su" (water) and "bir" (wild 

land). 
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JOKES & RIDDLES 
 

what did the judge say to the dentist?1 

 

what do lawyers wear to the court-

room? 2 
 

 

Riddle: What month of the year has 28 days? 

 

Riddle: What is full of holes but still holds water? 
 

Riddle: What question can you never answer yes to? 
 

Riddle: What is always in front of you but can’t be seen? 
 

Riddle: There’s a one-story house in which everything is yellow. 
Yellow walls, yellow doors, yellow furniture. What color are the 
stairs? 

 

1 will you pull the tooth, only the tooth, and nothing but the tooth? 

2 law-suits 
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B”H 

 

This weeks Parshah is Parshas Bamidbar, In this weeks Parshah , Hashem tells moshe 

to count the Yidden in the Midbar. 

Moshe counts 603,550 six hundred three thousand, five hundred fifty men ages 20 

to 60 years; 

the Sheivet of Levi, numbering 22,300 males ages one month and older, were counted 

separately. The  Levim  are to serve in the Mishkan. They replace the firstborn, whose 

number they approximated, since they were disqualified when they participated in the 

 The 273 firstborns who lacked a Levi to replace them had to pay a five-shekel חטא העגל. 

“ransom” to redeem themselves. 

When the Yidden left a  ,מחנה the three Levi family’s took apart and transported the 

כילים(‘ משכן the Kohanim, carried the משכן,  s  ( the ,שולחן  menorah, etc.) the Levim 

then 

reassembled it at the center of the next  .מחנהthen the rest of the Yidden put up their 

own tents around it: The Kohanim in their specially designed coverings on their 

shoulders, camped to its  ;דרום the families of Gershon, in charge of the curtains etc. and 

 צפון. etc., to its כרשים  the families of Merari, who transported the מערב;  to its יריעות, 

Before the משכן’ s entrance, to its  ,מזרח were the tents of Moshe, Aaron, and Aaron’s sons. 

Beyond the Levim and Kohanims circle, the twelve  camped in four groups of  שבטים

three  שבטים each. To the  מזרח were Yehudah (pop. 74,600), Yessachar (54,400) 

and Zevulun (57,400); to the , דרום  Reuven (46,500), Shimon (59,300) 

and Gad (45,650); to the ,מערב  Ephraim (40,500), Manassheh (32,200) 

and Benyamin (35,400); and to the ,צפון  Dan (62,700), Asher (41,500) 

and Naphtali (53,400). This formation was kept also while traveling. Each  שבט had its 

own nassi , and its own flag with its own color. 

D’VAR TORAH 
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THIS WEEK WE INTERVIEWED CEO AND 
HEAD EDITOR OF JKIDS MAGAZINE 

 

 1: How many staff members are there? Do you think it would be easier if you had 
more? 
 
We currently have 6 (active) staff members. One of our editors will possibly be leaving in 
the weeks to come though. We will miss them if they do leave. 
The staff are as follows: 
• Yosef Tannenbaum (CEO and Head Editor) 
 
• Yehudah Tunkel (Artist, Designer, and Proofreader) 
 
• Chezzy Deren (CO-Editor and Article Writer) 
 
• Nissan Koncepolski (CO-Editor, Article Writer, and Founder of JKids) 
 
• Beryl Grossbaum (Article Writer) 
 
• Moshe Lein (Article Writer and CO-Editor) 
 
• Yisroel Tannenbaum (Proofreader and Writer) 
 
• Menachem Mendel Koncepolski (Proofreader) 
 
• And a few more people working hard behind the scenes. 
 
 
 2: Are you managing ok? Do you want more editors? 
 
We are managing ok-ish. Sometimes it is a little (a lot) rushed, but we are working on a 
new system that should make things easier for everyone. Do we want more editors? 
Sometimes I feel like it would be easier with more people, but we have enough people 
already, to be honest; and in truth we just need a better system(which we recently set 
up), and not more people. 
 
 3: When did the magazine start? 
 
It started in the early months of 2020, around 6 weeks ago. 

 
 
 4: Where did you get the idea to make the mag? 
 
A large number of kids were starting to make the magazine, and I myself thought about 
making one, but decided against it, due to a few reasons: A few months after, Chezzy 
Deren asked me if I could help him and a friend who was trying to start a magazine of his 
own. 
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 5: How do you make sure everything gets done on time? 
 
We don’t really have a set way. We have some guidelines, but overall, we just try to get 
it done. 
 
 
 6: Do you enjoy your work? 
 
Yes, though there are times when it can be a little hard. 
 
 7: How many subscribers do you have? 
 
After only four weeks, we BH got nearly 150 subscribers! 
 
 8: What do you think will happen to JKids over the next few months? 
 
There is no answer for that, but by the way things are going, I think it will get either really 
good, or really bad in the coming months. 
 
 9: How do you manage to arrange your interviews every week? 
 
Contacts, contacts, contacts. It’s all about knowing people, or knowing people that know 
people etc. 
 
 10: How do you make the magazine every week? 
 
Well, everyone is assigned their own jobs (and articles) to do each week, and when they 
are done, they Email them to me (Yosef Tannenbaum). Once that is done, I take them, 
open up Microsoft Publisher, and start copy and pasting, formatting, etc. then I send 
them to our newly hired proofreaders (Menachem Mendel Koncepolski, Yehudah Tunkel, 
and Yisroel Tannenbaum). 
 
 11: What sort of stuff goes on behind the scenes of JKids? 
 
A whole lot of arguing. There have been many changes going on in Jkids recently, so we 
are working everything out... 
 
 
 
You’ll be seeing soon, in a new comic (drawn by our artist) that will be released Im Yirtzeh Hashem with next 
weeks Shavuos issue! 
 
 
 

I hope you enjoyed this weeks column! If you have someone you 

want us to interview, or a certain type of profession (doctor, lawyer, 

etc.), please let us know at: Jjkidsmag@gmail.com! 
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 Want some more? Check out 

these other programs! 
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If you would like to view the past 

issues, or visit our website, go to 

jkidsmag.wixsite.com/home 
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